
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 79-138

NPDES NO. CA0038181

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR'

CITIES OF SAN CARLOS AND BELMONT
SAN MATEO COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
(hereinafter called the Board) finds that,

1. The Cities of San Carlos and Belmont, hereinafter called the discharger,
by application dated September 12, 1979, has applied for renewal of
waste discharge requirements and a permit to discharge wastes under
the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System.

2. The discharger presently discharges and annual average of 5.4 million
gallons per day (mgd) of municipal and industrial wastewater
containing pollutants into a combined outfall force main with final
disposal into the deepwater channel of San Francisco Bay, a water of
the United States, at a point approximately 3.5 miles southerly
from the San Mateo - Hayward Bridge. (Latitude 37 deg., 33 min.,
48 sec.; Longitude 122 deg., 12 min., 55 sec.) The same outfall
facilities are used by the City of Redwood city and Redwood City
General Improvement District No. 1-64 (Redwood Shores). The discharge
can affect viable shellfish beds in San Francisco Bay, located near
the shoreline of Foster City and between the mouths of Steinberger
Slough and Redwood Creek.

3. The San Carlos-Belmont wastewater treatment plant provides intermediate
treatment by single-stage biofiltration and there has been considerable
dispute about the design capacity, and while the Board will not adopt
flow limitations at this time, careful survei.llance will be maintained
to document actual or threatened vi.olation of requirements prescribed
herein~

4. All wastewater generated by the Cities of San Carlos, Belmont, and
Redwood City, Redwood City General Improvement District No. 1-64
(Redwood Shores) and Menlo Park Sanitary District will be treated
at the new South Bayside System Authority's treabnent facilities
now under construction.

5. On June 21, 1977 this Board adopted Order No. 77-85, an Enforcement
Order for Issuance of a Time Schedule, requiring the discharger to
complete construction of new facilities by July 1, 1980, and to
achieve full compliance by October 1, 1980. Construction of SOUtil
Bayside System Authority's new subregional wastewater treatment
facilities has been delayed, primarily because of construction
problems encountered at the site of the new plant. Massive excavation
slope failures occurred in September 1978 resulting in cessation
of construction work and legal conflicts between the Authority, the
contractor, and consulting engineers. Construction work resumed late
December 1978, but was again disrupted for a period of about three
weeks in April 1979.
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